
Library of Congress Subject Headings Online 

Visit http://id.loc.gov to begin searching for official Library of Congress Subject 
Headings: 
 

 
 

 

Enter Search Terms using the main 
keyword that best describes your topic. 

Select “Library of Congress 
Subject Headings.”  

Then click “Go.” 

http://id.loc.gov/


If the term you choose is not an official Library of Congress Subject Heading, there 

will be suggestions offered for terms that might work. Here, we find that instead 

of “alternative energy,” we should use “renewable energy sources.” 

 

  

Click on “Renewable Energy Sources.” This 
will be your “main entry” subject heading. 



 

Here you may also find some “Broader” 
and “Narrower” terms that can also be 
used in your search. Broader terms will 
help you find more material; for 
example, books about Renewable 
Natural Resources may also include 
information about Renewable Energy 
Sources. Narrower terms can help you 
focus your topic; for example, perhaps 
you are particularly interested in Solar 
Energy. It is always good to try multiple 
search terms to find the most 
information possible. 

You could even browse the shelves 
using this call number prefix to find 
books about your topic. Here, books 
with a call number beginning with  
“TJ 807” will have information about 
Renewable Energy Sources. 
**Note that this is not the only place to 
find books about your topic! 


