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Career Pathways

Nursing Program
See program schedule 

for classes. 
70 - 71 Credit Hours
General Education 
- Nursing Program 

(AGE)
Program is designed 

for students who wish 
to begin their studies 
toward the Associate 
Degree in Nursing and 
a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Nursing.
 See program schedule 

for classes.  
60 Credit Hours

Careers: A variety 
of hospital nursing 
roles and a variety 

of community health 
nursing roles.

Nurse Aide
Completion of Blue 
Ridge courses NAS 

101, NAS 102 OR 103, 
NAS 106

18 Credit Hours
Industry Credentials 

Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA)

Students who wish to 
apply to the Associate 

Degree Nursing 
Program and have 

successfully earned 
their CNA while in high 

school, will NOT be 
required to repeat the 
Nurse Aide program at 

the college level.
Careers: Long-term 
care, Hospital Base 

Care, Clinical Assistant, 
Nursing Home 

Assistant, Inpatient 
Nursing Aide

High School
Students who 

complete Nursing 
Fundamentals and 

successfully receive 
their CNA, will meet 
that requirement on 

the Associate Degree 
Nursing Application.

CCP 
Students may 

take foundational/
humanities courses 

through CCP while in 
high school and earn 

credit at Blue Ridge for 
free.

Adult Education 
& Literacy

English Languge 
Support, Digital 

Skills, High School 
Equivalency

CertificateCredit for 
Prior Learning Associate Degree Diploma Bachelor’s Degree

Four-Year  
Bachelor’s Degree

Only 12-24 months after 
completing Blue Ridge 

Associate Degree.
Articulation Agreement: 

Students who wish to 
begin their studies toward 
the Associate Degree in 

Nursing and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Nursing as 
based on Blocks 1 

through 3 of the Uniform 
Articulation Agreement 
between the University 

of North Carolina’s 
Registered Nurse (RN) to 
Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing (BSN) programs 
and the North Carolina 

Community College 
Associate Degree Nursing 

Programs. 
Careers: In addition to 
nursing roles already 
listed, the bachelor’s 
prepared nurse can 

assume roles in 
nursing leadership and 

management.

Regionally Increasing 
Baccalaureate 
Nurses (RIBN)

Associate in Applied 
Science Degree to 

Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing Degree 

at Western Carolina 
University

Students are dually 
admitted to both WCU 

and BlueRidge.
See program schedule 

for classes.
90 Credit Hours 

Careers: Careers 
include all options 
for the Associate 

Degree nurse and the 
bachelor’s prepared 

nurse.

blueridge.edu/nursing


