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PROJECT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Expanding Electric Vehicle Infrastructure inSubject: Western NC
  NC-21639-302-24
Grantee: Blue Ridge Community College (BRCC)
  Flat Rock, NC
Local Scott Queen Congressional 11
Contact: 828-694-1728 District(s):
Funding: ARC $367,182

State $367,182
Total $734,364

WASHINGTON, D.C.-The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC)
announced today approval of a grant in the amount of $367,182 to Blue Ridge
Community College (BRCC) for the Expanding Electric Vehicle Infrastructure in
Western NC project. With ARC's investment, 124 students will be served and help
to address the critical need for electrical vehicle (EV) job training in Western NC.

            There is a documented lack of EV infrastructure in the region needed to
support the expansion of EV use to address state and national goals. North
Carolina currently has approximately 1,400 EV charging stations, and plans to
accommodate 1.25M EVs by 2030. The charging infrastructure will have to
expand significantly in order to accommodate this significant growth and it is
essential to prepare a skilled workforce to support the EV ecosystem. BRCC will
develop and implement short-term job training programs and expand
apprenticeship programs to address these critical needs. The main proposed
project activities to address these needs are to 1) augment its current programming
in Electric Vehicle Mechanics and include pathways for high school students, and
2) develop short-term training opportunities to address the installation and
maintenance of electric vehicle charging stations. Both programming areas will
incorporate opportunities for apprenticeship. The project proposes to create one
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augmented Electric Vehicle Mechanics training program to provide BRCC
students and high school dual enrollment students in the Career and College
Promise program with the opportunity to pursue one new EV certificate and/or
four continuing education options utilizing instructional resources and equipment.
Through the purchase of electric vehicles and EV charging stations, as well as
curriculum and certificate development, students will receive hands-on training
and key credentials to succeed in the growing EV industry. In addition, the project
will support BRCC's NC Department of Labor registered apprenticeship program,
Apprenticeship Blue Ridge, in the Automotive Systems Technology and Electrical
pathways.

            In addition to ARC funds, state sources will provide $367,182, bringing
the total project funding to $734,364.

About the Appalachian Regional Commission

The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is an economic development agency of the federal
government and 13 state governments focusing on 423 counties across the Appalachian region.
ARC's mission is to innovate, partner, and invest to build community capacity and strengthen
economic growth in Appalachia and help the region achieve socioeconomic parity with the nation.
More information is available at www.arc.gov.


